The strength of the textbook is threefold. The first is the style in which the textbook is written. Any text on a subject as technically challenging as fetal echocardiography could easily become too complex for the average reader. The editors, however, have clearly made an effort to provide information in a format that will not overwhelm the novice, while at the same time keeping the interest of the more experienced practitioner. The second strength is the specific choice of the fetal echocardiographic images used for illustration. Echocardiography is a dynamic process that can often be difficult to capture in a still image. The authors have provided hundreds of clear, well-labeled echocardiographic images that highlight what is described in detail in the text. The third and most unique aspect of the textbook is the use of a large number of fetal pathologic specimens to help illustrate not only fetal anatomy, but also fetal echocardiographic views. These pathologic images provide the reader with a much clearer understanding of the complex anatomy described within the text and illustrated by the echocardiographic pictures.
In discussing clinical outcomes, the editors rely on a combined fetal echocardiographic database from two institutions. In reviewing their results I was frequently surprised by the frequency with which termination of pregnancy was the outcome: 22% of critical pulmonary stenosis, 52% of critical aortic stenosis, 55% of double outlet right ventricle, and 42% of simple coarctation to name a few. Although these results reflect the experience of the editors, the reader should keep in mind that these results might not reflect those of other institutions.
The authors set out to produce the definitive textbook on fetal cardiology and I think they have clearly done so. The textbook is a well-written, well-organized, easy to read, in-depth look at fetal cardiology with emphasis on fetal echocardiography. It is superbly illustrated. Although the book is geared towards the individual involved with the evaluation and care of the fetus, I believe it would also be of great benefit to anyone responsible for the care of the child with congenital heart disease. 
